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LIGHTHOUSE BIOSCIENCES RECEIVES EXCLUSIVE WORLDWIDE  
LICENSING AGREEMENT FROM UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 

WEST HENRIETTA, NY—Local biotechnology firm Lighthouse Biosciences, LLC has just signed an 
exclusive worldwide patent licensing agreement with the University of Rochester for the intellectual 
property that forms the basis of Lighthouse Biosciences’ core technology.  The successful licensing of 
two key patent-pending applications represents a major step forward for the company, located in HTR’s 
Lennox Tech Enterprise Center.   

The technology, which was developed at the University of Rochester, allows the user to rapidly and 
sensitively identify many DNA sequences with a single test.  It is a broadly applicable technology that 
possesses the ability to significantly impact a multitude of diagnostic arenas.  Additionally, the 
technology has demonstrated an unprecedented ability to distinguish very small differences in DNA 
sequences without increasing the complexity of the test.  Lighthouse Biosciences plans to develop this 
technology into devices that will allow medical professionals to rapid determine not only the cause of a 
patient’s illness, but also the most appropriate course of treatment, far quicker than is currently possible.     

“We are especially pleased to have successfully cleared this critical hurdle as we execute our business 
strategy,” said Dr. Christopher Strohsahl, Managing Director of Lighthouse Biosciences.  “This 
technology will benefit many people, not only in the healthcare and medical markets, but also the 
agricultural industries as well.  Securing this exclusive licensing agreement enables us to conclusively 
protect our foothold in the market, and our technology performance claims, which distinguish the 
Lighthouse solution from competing technologies.” 

 “The molecular diagnostic technology Lighthouse will commercialize represents the culmination of a 
great deal of sustained effort by University of Rochester researchers over a period of several years,” 
reports John E. Fahner-Vihtelic, Deputy Director for the University’s Office of Technology Transfer.  
“The technology has received critical acclaim from peer-reviews and is highly regarded as an important 
technological advance in the medical community.  The University is especially excited to be partnering 
with Lighthouse Biosciences to bring this technology to market and a broader range of users than would 
otherwise be possible.” 

“The execution of this license agreement is a significant milestone for Lighthouse Biosciences as it is an 
important step towards build a strong and highly competitive intellectual property portfolio,” stated Dr. 
Rand Henke, an Entrepreneur-in-Residence at High Tech Rochester (HTR) who is also leading HTR’s 
support of the company’s continued growth. “Lighthouse Biosciences is actively advancing several 
innovative product applications based on the licensed intellectual property, products that will serve 
diverse markets, including infectious disease applications in healthcare, homeland security and 
agriculture,” continued Dr. Henke.   
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About Lighthouse Biosciences, LLC 

Lighthouse Biosciences, LLC, is a seed-stage molecular diagnostics company located in Rochester, NY.  
The company’s core technology is the result of several years of academic research predicated upon the 
development of in vitro molecular diagnostics for the rapid and accurate detection and screening of 
pathogenic organisms.  The company was founded in the fall of 2005 by three University of Rochester 
researchers: Christopher M. Strohsahl, Benjamin L. Miller, and Todd D. Krauss, and has received seed 
funding from Excell Partners, Inc.  Lighthouse Biosciences is committed to developing state-of-the-art 
medical and agricultural diagnostic instruments that can deliver highly accurate results in minutes to 
hours as opposed to days.  For more information, please visit the company’s web site at 
www.lighthousebio.com.  
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About HTR…the innovators’ edge 

High Tech Rochester (HTR) is a not-for-profit economic development organization that receives 
significant financial support from the New York State Office of Science, Technology and Academic 
Research (NYSTAR®), New York’s high-technology economic development agency, and the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP).  

HTR is focused on regional economic development in the technology and high growth business sector, 
and assists the development of new and emerging businesses through its business incubator, the Lennox 
Tech Enterprise Center.  Through its Manufacturing Extension Partnership, the organization improves the 
competitive position of small manufacturing firms.  HTR, the Innovator’s Edge, serves as NYSTAR’s 
designated Regional Technology Development Center for the Finger Lakes region and one of nearly 350 
MEP locations across the country.  Learn more at www.htr.org. 
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